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will see cuts both ways. !For as gentlemen may by accident
not do a bad thing for fear of their next election; so it is
plain, that they may as often not do the most necessary good
thing, if it happens to be unpopular, for the same fear. So
that this holds at least equally against that bill, as for it.
But .then many who knew those times will deny the fact,
and affirm, that a multitude of little piques and great pas-
sions concurred in that affair; and that the awe of electors
happened at that time to have but little share in it. Private
history would be useful to us upon this occasion. But this
we all saw in publie,fihat however that fear might then be
supposed to work so far, as to hinder those few gentlemen
from openly espousing that fatal bill; it did not work so far
as to keep them immediately from entering into an address,
and voting for such methods, as must have been as fatal as
that bill itself, if Providence had not interposed. What would
it have availed us that the bill had not passed then, if these
designs, at the same time on foot, had prevailed ? and what
doth it avail to say, that the triennial term did us that good,
(supposing it so,) when it is plain it had not the power to
preserve that good; and that the same persons who seemed
to fear it yet were induced to undo their own work, and to
enter into measures which must have ended in the same
evils, and indeed in universal destruction ? It signifies little,
therefore, whether this was the great occasion of that lucky
incident or not; because it is plain it had not power enough
to hinder the ill effects of that bill, in another method: nor
would laave hindered them, had not something else inter-
vened. But supposing it had; certainly that one particular,
so purely accidental, cannot be set against a train of con-
stant, and too certain, evil consequences, which we feel
.every day we live. These evil consequences are so many un-
deniable arguments for an alteration of it; and weigh exceed-
ingly and particularly at this juncture, when all our happi-
ness depends upon the firm establishment of our excellent
king upon his throne; when all our enemies at home and
abroad visibly place their hopes in our disturbances, owing
to nothing so much as to the constant expectation of trien-
niel elections ; when all our true friends, both here and else-
where, wait with impatience to see OUT security firmly and
thoroughly established: when the going on with proper
measures for such establishment has been unavoidably put